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seen little gain for the masses as a result. They had
no freedom whatsoever when they were ruled by a
czar; now they are ruled by a dictator and still
have no freedom. The peasantry as a whole is as
poor, and the worker as underpaid, now as then.

Yet there is a group which has benefited greatly
by, and constitutes the supporters of, the Soviet
government.

I was thrown in with a party member in a sleep-
ing compartment (called in Russia "soft," meaning
second class). We sat up and talked into the late
hours of the night. He told me the history of his
family and of his own life, which is similar to the
story of many other Russian lives. He was born on
a farm near one of the big landlords' estates, which
were many in Russia before the revolution. After
his father's death the family lost the little farm, and
his mother, in order to support her many children,
was compelled to hire hers.elf out to the landlord
for very meager pay. The family lived under the
most deplorable conditions, the expected lot in
those days of those who were compelled to do day
work for their landlords. When he was still quite
young the revolution came and uprooted the whole
structure. The landlord was killed and his property